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Why the 1876 Peasant Uprising in Naka County Occured

YOSHIDA Toshizumi

Abstract

Kidota Siro contended that the main demand of peasant uprising in Naka was to ask for postponement of payment of rice tax
(kokudai), not to oppose the amendment of field tax (chisokaisei). This paper analises its background with the example of
Shimoisehata village. This region produced paper and tabaco as special products, because they could not produce enough rice.
Thus, this region was economically weak, so it never completely recovered from the devastation before the Tenpo era. After
abolishing the Han in 1871, this region lost the protection of the Han government. The Meiji government operated the policies of
modernization. It meant tax increases, the burdens increased, and the economy of villages that were linked with the international
markets under the principle of free competition, fell into the deep depression. Many farmers faced a crisis. In November 1876, the
survey for the amendment of field tax was finished, so the area of field in this village increased 38 %. Farmers were deeply affected by
the tax increase. At that time, it was necessary to pay the rice tax. Ibaraki prefecture ordered that they must pay a higher rate than
the current one. Thus farmers rebelled because of the rice tax at first. As a result, they denied all policies of modernization by Meiji
government including the amendment of field tax, as they expressed “Work for Tokugawa” (Tokugawa goyou).
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