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Anthony Trollope’s Tory Vision in Barsetshire

Yoko HATANO

Abstract

Trollope’s Barsetshire Chronicles are characterized by medieval sentiments
explicitly and coherently conveyed by his Tory vision. The main motif of the Chronicles
is the struggle of the old order, based on rural tradition, against the encroaching
materialism and commercialism of the new power. Trollope’s Tory vision is shown in
his affirmation of the Tory and High Church landlords and clergy who are faithful to
their paternalistic and pastoral duties; in contrast, his negation of the Whig and Low
Church camp is clear in their negligence of their duties and their urban inclinations.
His affirmation of Toryism is further reinforced by the ancient lineage of the Tory
families, which far predate those of their Whig opponents. Trollope’s Tory vision is tied
to Disraeli’s Young England movement; at the same time, it is attributable to the

Oxford Movement, thus proving its tie with medievalism.
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Barsetshire, however, is not now so essentially one whole as it was before the Reform Bill
divided it. There is in these days an East Barsetshire, and there is a West Barsetshire; and
people conversant with Barsetshire doings declare that they can already decipher some
difference of feeling, some division of interests. The eastern moiety of the county is more
purely conservative than the western; there is, or was, a taint of Peelism in the latter; and
then, too, the residence of two such great Whig magnates as the Duke of Omnium and the Earl
de Courcy in that locality in some degree overshadows and renders less influential the gentle-
men who live near them.?”
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She liked cheerful, quiet, well-to-do people, who loved their Church, their country, and their
Queen, and who were not too anxious to make a noise in the world. She desired that all the
farmers round her should be able to pay their rents without trouble, that all the old women
should have warm flannel petticoats, that the working men should be saved from rheumatism
by healthy food and dry houses, that they should all be obedient to their pastors and masters
0 temporal as well as spiritual. That was her idea of loving her country.[] FP 160
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I still am of opinion that the Tory party is the real democratic party of this country. I hold one
of the first principles of Toryism to be that Government is instituted for the welfare of the
many. This is why the Tories maintain national institutions, the objects of which are the

protection, the maintenance, the moral, civil, and religious education of the great mass of the
English people: institutions which whether they assume the form of churches, or universi-
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and to maintain truth, alike originated, and alike flourish for the advantage and happiness of
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One area in which medievalism was deliberately used as a counter-force to liberalism was in
religion. The Oxford movement has been defined as medievalism in religion, and certainly
much of its content lay in a renewed concern for the Middle ages. Hurrell Froude’s Remains,
for instance, one of the significant documents of the movement, shows a consistent fascination
not only with the medieval church its austerities, its miracles, its saints’ lives O but with the
medieval relationship between secular and religious government.[J 1530
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